10                     THE IMPEACHMENT OF IMPEY.               [CHAP.

Soon after Impey's arrival at Calcutta, Nuncomar,
before the Council, accused Hastings of corrupt practices.
His accusations were wzitten, minute and specific.
Hastings did not deny them, but evaded inquiry by
dissolving the Council, thereby giving strong confirma-
tion of the truth of the charges.                                *

The Council determined to proceed in the investiga-
tion of this charge, and Hastings, in order to defeat it,
prosecuted JSTuncomar for a conspiracy. Whilst this
prosecution was pending " a direct attack was made on
" the life of the said accuser of the Governor-General
" by indicting Nuncomar capitally for forgery/' No steps
had been taken towards the criminal prosecution of such
alleged forgery till Nuncomar accused Hastings. ((The
" circumstances aforesaid could leave no doubt in the
" mind and opinion of any person * acquainted therewith,
"that the said prosecution was set on foot with a view of
" defeating the said accusation, and the same was 2 con-
<( sidered as a political measure contrived, either by the
" said Warren Hastings, or by his party and adherents, to
" extricate the said Warren Hastings from his desperate
" condition," and to deter other natives from accusing him.

Nuncomar was peculiarly entitled to the protection of
the Court, because it was one principal object of its
institution to protect all persons in the detection of
corrupt practices; but Impey "became in effect the
" abettor and instrument of Hastings, or of his partisans,
"in the said wicked and unprincipled attack on the life
"of his said accuser, and the said Sir Elijah Impey
" converted His Majesty's commission and authority, the
" laws of England, and the sacred character of magistracy,

1  It is not said that Impey was acquainted therewith.

2  It is not said by whom.